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Being Read to for Pleasure

Reading for Pleasure

Being Read to for Pleasure

“The brain, it seems does not make much of a distinction between reading about an experience and encountering it in real life; in each case, the same neurological regions are stimulated.”
Annie Murphy Paul: The neuroscience of your brain on fiction
At Maybury, we believe in the importance of helping children to build an emotional relationship with books. Research shows that there is a high correlation between reading enjoyment and educational success.  Evidence shows that emotional enjoyment matters more than a child’s social and economic background. 
We believe that children develop as readers and writers by listening to adults reading carefully selected, high quality texts. At Maybury, we believe that the best way to do this is to ensure that story time needs to emulate at least some of the intimacy and bonding that goes on when a child shares a wonderful book with their parent at bedtime.  Whilst we are careful not to turn story time into another literacy lesson, we do believe that talking about the book together is important.

Pupils need to hear high-quality texts being read aloud.  It is one of the most efficient ways of exposing pupils to language and terminology that are not likely to be encountered in everyday life. Reading aloud from texts which are above their ‘pay grade’ is an important way to achieve this.
We need to expose pupils to texts which make them think, which develop their language and their ideas.  They need to be exposed to a wide repertoire of both literature and subject specific material.
Source: Mary Myatt- The Curriculum: Gallimurphy to coherence
Reading in the National Curriculum

The National Curriculum states:

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 
We believe that reading aloud to children in the right conditions, develops these aspects of reading.

Making time/appropriate environment to read to children

Reading aloud to children is often a neglected aspect to reading for pleasure in schools and can often be the first thing that is dropped when teaching time is running short. At Maybury, we believe that it is important that all our children are read to regularly and so ‘story time’ is carefully timetabled from F1 up to Year 6.

Story Time 2019-20

There is consistency across all classes at story time.  The ‘crackling fire’ is displayed on the IWB in all classrooms as the signal that story time is about to start.

In addition to this, a class based reading assembly takes place once a week.

Foundation 1:

Reading takes place daily at the end of the am session and at the end of the pm session

All children ‘snuggle’ close to the adult’s chair

How we choose texts

There is a voting system in place for children to choose story to be read from two titles introduced by the adult

Foundation 2:

Reading takes place daily at 2:35 – 2:45pm
All children and adults sit and listen to the story. 

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine

There is a voting system in place for children to choose story to be read from two titles introduced by the adult

Year 1:

Reading takes place daily, at the end of a lesson and/or at the end of the day, for 10-15 minutes

All children sit on the carpet near the adult reading the story.  All adults sit and listen.

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine- Year 1

Year 2:

Reading takes place daily, at the end of a lesson and/or at the end of the day, for 10-15 minutes

All children sit on the carpet near the adult reading the story.  All adults sit and listen.

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine- Year 1

Year 3:

Reading place daily at 2:40pm for 15 minutes

Tidy environment before sitting down for the story. Everyone sat listening, relaxed atmosphere.

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine – Year 3

Year 4:

Daily:

Monday Tuesday, Wednesday: 2:45 – 3:00pm

Thursday: 8:50 – 9:15

Friday: 11:45-12

Children can opt to stay in seats or join adult on the carpet to listen

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine – Year 4

Year 5:

Daily:

Monday Tuesday, Wednesday: 2:40 – 2:55pm

Thursday: 8:50 – 9:15

Friday: 2:45- 2:55pm

Children given cushions to sit with or bean bags on the floor for some children to create a calm, cosy atmosphere

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine – Year 5

Year 6:

Daily – either at the start of the afternoon or at the end of the day for 20 minutes

Children sit comfortably – either in seats or with cushions on the floor. Staff wear item relating to reading time e.g. Reading Hat

How we choose texts

Pie Corbett’s Reading Spine – Year 6
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Being Read to for Pleasure

EYFS

30-50 months

PSED: 
Choose books that help children explore their ideas about friendship and to talk about feelings

C&L: 

Share rhymes, books and stories from many cultures



Choose stories with repeated refrains

Introduce, alongside books, story props to encourage children to retell stories and to think about how the characters feel

Plan to encourage correct use of language by using repetitive stories

Lit:
Encourage them to predict outcomes, to think of alternative endings and to compare plots and the feelings of characters with their own experiences


Introduce children to books that provide information or instructions


Ensure access to stories for all children by using a range of visual cues and story props

UtW:
Share stories that reflect the diversity of children’s experiences

EA&D:
Tell stories based on children’s experiences and the people and places they know well

40-60 months

PSED: 
Provide books with stories about characters that follow or break rules, and the

 

effects of their behaviour on others

C&L:

Share rhymes, books and stories from many cultures



Choose stories with repeated refrains

Use stories from books to focus children’s attention on predictions and explanations

Plan to encourage correct use of language by using repetitive stories

Lit:

Discuss and model ways of finding out information from non-fiction books

Encourage children to add to their first-hand experience of the world through the use of books

Provide storyboards and props which support children to talk about a story’s characters and sequence of events


UtW:

Share stories that reflect the diversity of children’s experiences



Provide stories that help children to make sense of different environments

EA&D
Extend children’s experience and expand their imagination through the provision of story
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Being Read to for Pleasure

Year 1
Pupils should have extensive experience of listening to and discussing a wide range of high-quality books with the teacher, other adults and each other to engender a love of reading.

Pupils’ vocabulary should be developed when they listen to books read aloud. Such vocabulary can also feed into their writing.

By listening frequently to stories, poems and non-fiction that they cannot yet read for themselves, pupils begin to understand how written language can be structured in order, for example, how to build surprise in narratives or to present facts in non-fiction.  Listening to and discussing information books and other non-fiction establishes the foundations for their learning in other subjects.  Pupils should be shown some of the processes for finding out information.

Through listening, pupils also start to learn how language sounds and increase their vocabulary and awareness of grammatical structures.  In due course, they will be able to draw on such grammar in their own writing.

Rules for effective discussions should be agreed with and demonstrated for children.  They should help to develop and evaluate them, with the expectation that everyone takes part.  Pupils should be helped to consider the opinions of others.

Pupils should be taught to:

1. Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:

· listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently

· being encouraged to link what they hear to their own experiences

· becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics

· recognising and joining in with predictable phrases

· learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart

· discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known

2. Understand the books they listen to by: 

· drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

· discussing the significance of the title and events

· making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

· predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

3. Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say.

4. Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.
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Year 2

The meaning of new words should be explained to pupils within the context of what they are reading.

Pupils should learn about cause and effect in both narrative and non-fiction (for example, what has prompted a character’s behaviour in a story; why certain dates are commemorated annually). ‘Thinking aloud’ when reading to pupils may help them to understand what skilled readers do.

Deliberate steps should be taken to increase pupils’ vocabulary and their awareness of grammar so that they continue to understand the differences between spoken and written language.

Discussion should be demonstrated to pupils. They should be guided to participate in it and they should be helped to consider the opinions of others. They should receive feedback on their discussions.
Role play and other drama techniques can help pupils to identify with and explore characters. In these ways, they have opportunities to try out the language they have listened to.

Pupils should be taught to: 

1. Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

· listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently

· discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related

· becoming increasingly familiar with a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales

· being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways

· recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry

· discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary

· discussing their favourite words and phrases

2. Understand the books that they listen to by: 

· drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

· making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

· answering and asking questions

· predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

3. Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.

4. Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material that they listen to.
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Being Read to for Pleasure
Year 3 and Year 4
Pupils should continue to have opportunities to listen frequently to stories, poems, non-fiction and other writing, including whole books and not just extracts, so that they build on what was taught previously. In this way, they also meet books and authors that they might not choose themselves.
Pupils should be taught to recognise themes in what they read, such as the triumph of good over evil or the use of magical devices in fairy stories and folk tales.

Pupils should be taught to:

1. Develop positive attitudes to reading, and an understanding of what they read, by: 

· listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

· identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books

· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination

· recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]

2. Understand what they listen to, by: 

· checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining the meaning of words in context

· asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

· drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

3. Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say.
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Year 5 and Year 6
Even though pupils can now read independently, reading aloud to them should include whole books so that they meet books and authors that they might not choose to read themselves.
Pupils should be taught to:

1. Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of what they read by: 

· continuing to listen to and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions

· recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices

· identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing

· making comparisons within and across books

2. Understand what is read to them by: 

· discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context

· asking questions to improve their understanding

· drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

3. Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader.

4. Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.

5. Participate in discussions about books that are read to them, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously.

6. Provide reasoned justifications for their views.

